CHAPTER EIGHT - THE BORROWED CITY




THE LAST WARM PLACE / CHAPTER 8

19 OCTOBER. ; S [ STILL CRITICAL. BURNS
DAY \ | THIS DEEP TAKE DAYS TO
THIRTY-FIVE. : =4 | DECIDE WHAT THEY'RE
THE G- GOING TO DO.
MORNING 4 ; |
AFTER THE % | BRING BACK THE
ARC FLASH. | PART, PROFESSOR.
| DON'T BRING ME

WHOLE PLAN. UP, || (cUALLY FROM

PART, DOWN. £  THE PATIENT.

I MEASURED HERE, THE WHITE ,
HERE AND HERE. BETWEEN MY DOTS
FALLOUT SNOW LIES IN ISN'T CLEAN. IT'S
BANDS, NOT EVENLY. UNKNOWN.

7" THEN WE WY ] ] =T P
MEASURE AS WE - AND WHEN THE
CLIMB. EVERY -

THAT'S WHAT
MALIK'S FOR.

.1 EDDA,
THE FIRST LIMIT YOU THE COAT, NOT ON IT.
HI ENDS THE TRIP.

SHE HAS.
INTO A

I'VE GOT ONE. IT'S
ol THE OTHER ONE
-H_' THAT'S RETIRED.

YOU DO THE |
BUCKLES. I TELL YOU

WHEN WE TURN.

WHO BRINGS YOU DOWN : g MALIK.

”_ i 4. IF YOU DON'T LIKE THE ’ EVEN IF I
O ANSWER UP THERE, DISAGREE.
£

Xt
& EspecIALLY TF St %"‘ O e 7, PROFESSOR?
34 YOU DISAGREE : sof W T =
3 B F15 B CAPTAIN. IF ‘

e THE CABINET
v ISN'T THERE --

THEN YOU COME
DOWN WITH NOTHING,
AND I'LL CALL IT A
GOOD DAY.
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PLATABERGET. THE ROAD CLIMBS : i 3 ;

PAST THE SEED VAULT TO THE : Q e g :

SATELLITE STATION, THEN KEEPS | * - e — . ers T e e
CLIMBING. v 5

THE ROAD WAS STILL A
; ROAD. THAT DIDN'T MEAN

IT WAS STILL PASSABLE.
T, g

i J#}__K_L‘.!':f‘:f:_'"._;."._‘“._. LT i 5
: FIVE OF US, ALL
ACCOUNTED FOR.

GOING UP ONE | &
SECTION AT A TIME. [&4
: w7

. &

SUPPORT
§ HOLDING AT THE |
BEND. CALL ME
BEFORE THE
CREST.

STRAPS ARE FINE. |
YOU CAN STOP
WATCHING ME,
PETTER.

I'M WATCHING THE
SKY. IT'S THE ONE I
1 DON'T TRUST.

HIGHER HERE. BY THE
DRIFT WALL IT'S
DOUBLE WHAT THE
ROAD WAS.

WIND PILES IT
WHEREVER IT LIKES.
THE SNOW HASN'T READ

THEN

NOBODY KENJI'S MAP.
WAITS THERE.
MOVE THE
STAGING NEITHER DID

UPHILL.

YOUR METER'S HAPPY. e
IT DOESN'T MEASURE
THE ROAD =
DISAPPEARING.
= i
i COUNT THE
B POLES. A MINUTE
Pl AGO I COULD SEE
: SIX.

HOW MUCH
WORKING
TIME?

W LESS THAN
YOU'RE ABOUT [°
TO ASK FOR.

CABINET.
THEN DOWN.
NO SECOND
BUILDING.

v

THERE ARE COMPRESSORS UP
HERE, MARA. WE'LL NEVER BE
THIS CLOSE AGAIN.

I HEARD HIM.
I'M ASKING
You.
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SAME FRAME DOESN'T
MEAN THE SAME INSIDES.
I'M CHECKING EVERY
TERMINAL.

MAINTENANCE SHED.
WE SWAPPED THIS
UNIT WITH THE MINE |
SHOP EVERY WINTER. ;
m i
KEY'S BEEN ON |
MY RING SINCE [t
2031. NEVER
THOUGHT I'D
WANT IT

RATING MATCHES.
CONNECTIONS
MATCH. SAME
FAMILY.

£ BENCH-TEST
i BELOW. I TRUST
NOTHING I
HAVEN'T SEEN
FAIL.

CANDIDATE
WEIGHS TWO
HUNDRED KILOS.
SOMEBODY LIFT
WITH ME.

WEIGHT'S ON /| g o - '
THE CRADLE. [ ] _.II | READY TO

HANDS CLEAR [ | B WRAI:_.AI:;\RA --
UNDERNEATH. [ .
NOBODY BE A i g =0

HERO.

SNOW'S COMING OVER
THE RIDGE. TWENTY
MINUTES. IF IT'S
POLITE.

MARA. THAT COMPRESSOR Q0
WOULD RUN BOREALIS'S COLD [l Za== i\ {8 TEN MINUTES
ROOM. THOSE CONTROLS -- IS COULD BUY US
| - - | 5 } MONTHS.

WE DON'T
HAVE TEN
MINUTES
TO SELL.

THE CABINET IS THE
MISSION. WE LEAVE
THE REST.

SIX YEARS AGO YOU'D [
HAVE STAYED FOR ONE [
MORE CORE.

BOTH OF YOU.
CARRIER. NOW.

3
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THE WAY
DOWN
PASSED THE |
VAULT.

THERE'S A LAMP IN
THAT DOORWAY.

FROM US,
EVENTUALLY. SHE
ISN'T STUPID.

YOU NEVER ASKED
ME WHY I SIGNED.

YOU READ
WHAT I WROTE.
THAT ISN'T
ASKING.

IN YOUR HANDWRITING.

RUNA SOLBERG. SHE'S SLEPT
IN THAT ENTRANCE SINCE
SEPTEMBER. WITH A RIFLE.

=

GUARDING
SEEDS. FROM
WHO?

TALK OR HOLD ON.
THIS NEXT BEND
HAS OPINIONS.

BECAUSE YOU
LOOKED AT
YOUR WATCH.

ON THE QUAY, WITH
THE FUNDERS AND
THE CHAMPAGNE.

YOU LOOKED AT

YOUR WATCH, AND 1

DIDN'T WANT TO BE
THE REASON.

I AM STOPPED!
SHE ISN'T!

WHY DID YOU
SIGN, LEENA?

.I DON'T
REMEMBER
DOING THAT.

EDDA -- YOUR LEFT TRACK'S
OFF THE EDGE. STOP. STP!

= o

£
g L

UPHILL DOOR. ONE AT A TIME.

SLOW. LEAVE EVERYTHING THAT
ISN'T BREATHING.

ISIT
BREATHING,
PROFESSOR?
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LEFT TRACK'S BURIED
TO THE HULL.
DIGGING HER OUT
MEANS SOMEONE
WORKING THE ?
DOWNHILL SIDE. ' : THAT DRIFT IS A
SLOPE WAITING
FOR A REASON.

THE OTHER CARRIER ‘

FIVE OFSIE’ESD’;ND THE B ONE TRY. THEN WE'RE
? FIVE PEOPLE AND A
' WINCH, IN THE DARK.

FIVE BACK. ONE
CARRIER LEFT IN A
DRIFT. NOTHING
EXTRA. 5
HOLD STILL. YOU RE
DRIPPING ON MY CLEAN SIDE

THEN THIS TOWN
NEEDS A RULE
ABOUT THAT.

IT COST US
A CARRIER.

DON'T THANK ANYONE

YET. IT STILL HAS TO

PASS THE TEST THAT
BURNED SERGEIL
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STAYS CHAINED. T i X PROTECTION TESTED
NOTHING FROM IT | ; TWICE. ONCE BY SOMEONE
TOUCHES THE NEW 4B 24/ R A WHO ISN'T LEENA.
ONE. NOT A WIRE. 48 ' TiEEd i

20 OCTOBER. THE
HOSPITAL AGAIN,
THEN THE WATER
PLANT. ONE POINT
1| EIGHT MEGAWATTS.

NOW WE WAIT,
LET 1T BECOME BORING ENOUGH
BORING BEFORE _
R ooy THAT YOU WANT _ -
' TO SLEEP. THEN ! CABINET
STAY AWAKE. B e - . , ISN'T
' SAYING
ANYTHING.

|
WATER FROM A TAP. HEAT !
IN A RADIATOR. A LAMP .
?
THAT DIDN'T DIM WHEN _ ITHSEQEJS?ITN o
THE PUMP STARTED. '

21 OCTOBER.
THREE POINT
TWO.

HOSPITAL, N -
=7 HEAT, WATER, .. AND THE
SEWAGE. L - S REST OF THE B
BOREALIS GETS T | HOUSES? =iy P
A TRICKLE SO LOOK OUT THE 5 _ =
| THEY CAN START WINDOW. THERE IS : - : g . e
A CLEANING. THAT'S NO REST = ' _ b=
THE WHOLE : = 2

NOW WE CAN
CLEAN IT. WE STILL
HAVEN'T EARNED
FOOD.

THREE WEEKS TO A
FIRST SPOONFUL, IF
_EVERY STAGE HOLDS.

¥




THE LAST WARM PLACE / CHAPTER 8

THE TOWN
SHRANK TO FIT
THE WARMTH.

el |

THIS CABLE
GOES TO THE
HOSPITAL.
THIS WING
GOES COLD
TONIGHT.

THE HOTEL'S PUMP

FITS THE RETURN
LOOP. I MEASURED
IT TWICE.

19

| FAMILIES (
| MOVE BEFORE
I THE
BUILDINGS
CLOSE, GRANT.
NOT AFTER.

GONE INTO
BUSINESS.

GIVE ME AN HOUR

FOR THE PAPERS.

THIRTY YEARS OF
GLACIER DATA.

I MEASURED
IT. YOU ;
WATCHED. | ‘

CLASSROOMS FIRST, THEN THE |
HOTEL, THEN THE SPORTS HALL.

I DON'T
KNOW ANY
STORIES.

THREAD COSTS A STORY.
SOMETHING TRUE.
PREFERABLY ABOUT

SOMEONE IN THIS ROOM.

EVERYONE KNOWS
STORIES. MOST PEOPLE
DON'T KNOW WHICH ONES
ARE WORTH THREAD.

THE CAPTAIN GOES
OUT ON THE BRIDGE
WING EVERY NIGHT AT
TEN. HE JUST STANDS
THERE.

, A MAN WHO
NOW THAT'S
WORTH A SPOOL. 8 STANDS OUTSIDE

AT NIGHT IS
WAITING FOR
SOMEONE.

s

THEN BRING IT

BACK TOMORROW.

WITH A BETTER
STORY.

AT TEN THAT NIGHT, A CARRIER
FROM THE SOUTH-WEST. TOO
WEAK TO READ.

ANTON LOGGED IT
ANYWAY. HE LOGGED
] EVERYTHING.

21 OCT 22:00 —
“«_ CARRIER, NO
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THAT FEEDER.

_ NOT THE BACKUP.

DON'T MEMORIZE WHERE I
PUT MY HAND. TELL ME
WHAT IT DISCONNECTS.

AT
YOUR DRAWING MAKES THE BACKUP LOOK DEAD TOO.

IT ISN'T. I'D HAVE PUT MY HAND ON IT.

THEN MY DRAWING IS DANGEROUS. CORRECT IT.
A MISTAKE SHOULD COST THE TEACHER.

YOU LET EDDA
CORRECT YOU. IN
FRONT OF THE

PAVEL WAS RIGHT

SOMETIMES TOO.
8 HE USED TO WAIT
Bl  FOR YOU TO --

YOU CAN'T
KEEP CHANGING
THE SUBJECT TO

WIRING.

TOMORROW
THEY TEACH IT
BACK TO US.

LISTEN. THAT'S
THE HARD

| WHERE'S
LEENA? SHE
NEVER
MISSES
YOUR CLASS.

HOSPITAL.
WHERE SHE
SHOULD BE.

LEAVE THE
CORRECTED LINE
UP. THEY SHOULD

SEE IT TOMORROW.

..NOT
TODAY, DARIA.
PLEASE.
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DON'T STAND THERE |
WAITING FOR ME TO
FORGIVE YOU.

I CAME TO
SIT WITH
YOu.

ROTTEN. SOMEBODY
A WILL NEED THE
» BOOTS. _«
YOU'LL NEED ;
THE BOOTS.

LEENA. RE-LACE THEM."
PLEASE. DO SOMETHING
USEFUL WITH YOUR
HANDS.

; 7% | U811 R WrEsN sHoulp I
HIS KIDNEYS ARE : Sy e ' : DN  FETCH
FAILING. THE BURNS ({{s 7). D@ ) LEENA
ARE WINNING. KEEP ' : . | A M
BLE.

SHE HASN'T LEFT
THE BENCH IN
THE CORRIDOR.
SHE'LL KNOW.

SERGEI MALKOV DIED ON 24
OCTOBER, A LITTLE AFTER
FOUR IN THE MORNING.

HE SAID
HE'D MAKE
SOMEBODY'S
HOME

HE DID. THE WARM'

CHILDREN'S
WARD HAS
BEEN WARM
FOR FOUR
DAYS.

FINISHED
THE LACES.
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THAT NIGHT. A CLASSROOM ) .
| AT THE COLD EDGE OF THE A7, & DID THEY

GIVE YOU A
WARM ZONE. \ROOM? A HEATER?

\ ANYTHING? /- e (R _ i
' e —~ THEY BOTH
. »” THE SHIP DESK SAYS STAMPED IT.
i #( IT'S A TOWN JOB. THE

TOWN DESK SAYS IT'S
A SHIP CIRCUIT. 1

UP.

HE'S y : . || |
BURNING A Ene A _| | I/
RADIATOR'S ity f

e e  — — F

MADE RESPONSIBLE (ol -y 7 | S il bl

JUST UNTIL MORNING. - KEEP IT
IT'S DRY IN HERE, THEY KEEP . AWAY FROM
THE STORES DRY. : THE BOXES.

I'LL STAY AWAKE.

I'M WATCHING
IT. I'LL WATCH IT
ALL NIGHT.

A ——
= == —

= ——
e ————— =
—— =

FIRE! GET
OUT -- LEAVE
EVERYTHING!

SIDE DOOR!

THERE'S
PEOPLE IN THE
BACK! THERE'S A

CHILD --
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IVAR.

ALL THREE
OUT. HE'S
BREATHING.
HOSPITAL, NOW,

7 OUR THINGS --
HIS COAT IS
STILL IN -

/
| LEAVEIT
i LEAVE IT.

WHEREVER
YOU'RE TOLD,
MR. CALDER.

SEPARATE THEM.
NOTHING GOES BACK
ON A SHELF BECAUSE

IT LOOKS FINE.

WE TEST
EVERYTHING.
HUNGRY EYES LIE.

DETAIN THE
PARENTS.
GUARDS ON
EVERY STORE.
TODAY.

FOR BURNING
A WINTER'S FOOD.
ON A SHIP,
NOBODY. THAT MAN WOULD

THAT'S THE BE IN IRONS.
2 PROBLEM,

THE CHILD LIVED.
BY NOON, THE
TOWN WANTED |

SOMEBODY TO PAY. |

PROTECT THE NEXT
BUILDING. LET THIS
ONE GO. NOBODY ENTERS

WITHOUT THE FIRE TEAM.

OF EVERYTHING
DRY IN THIS

OF WHAT WAS IN
THIS WAREHOUSE?

NO! NOBODY
GOES BACK
IN!

ANOTHER HOSE
COMING! WHERE DO
YOU WANT IT?

GUARD THE STORES,
YES. DETAIN THEM
FOR WHAT? BEING

CoLD?

P THEY ASKED FOR
HEAT TWICE. BOTH DESKS
STAMPED IT. WHO GOES IN

; IRONS FOR THAT?
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25 OCTOBER. AT NOON THE SUN
TOUCHED THE MOUNTAINS ABOVE THE
TOWN FOR THE LAST TIME THAT YEAR.

i =] y
T MOST OF THE TOWN WAS

LONGYEARBYEN WE

SAY GOODBYE TO IT

FROM THESE STEPS.
EVERY

TOBER. P

THE EIGHTH IT'LL COME BACK

OF MARCH, WE ) o7 =1 . ‘ DIMMER. THE
COME BACK TO \ " s h S - SOOT.
THE SAME - by = =~
STEPS AND SAY ’ ;
HELLO. WITH ' Gy ! THEN WE'LL
CAKE, - =5 BRING SMALLER

NORMALLY. | Ay ot CAKE.

NOW IT'S .
TOO LOOSE. A%
TOO TIGHT,
TOO LOOSE.
YOU'RE AS HARD
TO DRESS AS
MY HUSBAND

; 1% e Y0y 0
57 ] ARE YOU S 24
- OKAY? TNt el
/ I'M SIXTY-EIGHT IN A COLD TOWN. 7 I -
: I'M MAGNIFICENT. GIVE ME THE ARM, 7 IS RIS

—

b ]
DON'T. I'M
WATCHING THE
- SUN.
i BE OUTSIDE ALL

.WHO GETS e _ WINTER

THE BOOTS?
HE'D LIKE THAT.

HE'D PRETEND
NOT TO.

SOMEBODY
DID THIS!

WHO LET THEM IN
THERE? WHO SIGNED FOR
THAT HEATER?




THE LAST WARM PLACE / CHAPTER 8

START WITH WHAT
WAS THERE BEFORE
THE FIRE. TAKE AWAY
WHAT WE'VE EATEN.
THEN TAKE AWAY THE
FIRE.

OURS ARE IN
KILOS. YOURS
ARE IN
CALORIES.
NEITHER ONE A
IS IN BREAD. £

THE SHIP'S
BOOKS AND THE
TOWN'S BOOKS DON'T
EVEN USE THE
SAME UNITS.

BETTER THAN A
NICE ONE. YOU
KNOW THAT.

TEN DAYS. FOR
ONE HEATER.

THEN OPEN THE
SHIP. YOUR CABLE,
YOUR DESK, YOUR

FIRE. YOUR FOOD CAN
PAY FOR IT.

THE SHIP'S FOOD IS
ALREADY IN THE
COUNT. EVERY CAN.

AND THERE'S
A MOUNTAIN FULL
OF FOOD UP THAT ROAD,
WITH A WOMAN AND
A RIFLE SITTING
ON IT.

YOU GIVE US
DATES. WHO GETS
TO CHANGE THE

DECISIONS?

I CAN'T ANSWER THAT

WITH ARITHMETIC.

THEN WHO
DECIDES — AND
HOW DO PEOPLE

| \ CHALLENGE

\  THEM? /.

ASHORE, NOBODY S

= DECIDES. THAT'S HOW A
FAMILY ENDED UP SLEEPING &
NEXT TO THE FLOUR. fisd

AND WHOSE NAME
GOES ON EVERY REQUEST. THAT
SLIP WAS STAMPED TWICE AND
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ONE REGISTRY.
SHIP, TOWN,
RESCUED -- IT
DOESN'T MATTER
WHAT PILE YOU
STARTED IN.

26 OCTOBER. ONE COUNCIL. ONE
REGISTRY. ONE SET OF RULES. NOBODY
SLEPT MUCH.

DAD. YOU'RE
IN MY LIGHT.

FOOD, SHELTER,
WORK, WHO
COMES IN.

THE
COUNCIL
RULES ON

ALL OF IT,
AND ANYONE ] THE SHIP KEEPS HER OWN SAFETY.

CAN APPEAL. ] ] REACTOR, MOORINGS, ANYTHING THAT
i : CAN SINK US. THAT ISN'T A VOTE.

v, AND IF I THINK YOU
WHO GETS TREATED GOT IT WRONG?
FIRST GOES ON THE WHILE HE'S SICK?
WALL. YOUR SON'S : A
CHART DOESN'T.

THEN you | N 4 _THEY SAY

APPEAL, AND ‘ ; \
g 7 ; WE'RE GOING
I TREAT HIM g IN FRONT OF

THE COUNCIL.
FOR THE FIRE,

GUARDS ON
EVERY STORE UNTIL
THE HEARING. MY
SIGNATURE, WITH AN
' END TIME ON IT.

EXPIRES
TOMORROW
AT NOON
UNLESS THE
COUNCIL
RENEWS IT

YOUR ROOM'S
READY. I'LL CHECK
THE RADIATOR MYSELF
BEFORE EVENING
ROUNDS.

WRITE YOUR NAME =it . = —— >

oN IT,‘:mD'EngI CAN AND THE COUNCIL'S FIRST ORDER,
' EVERYBODY. READ IT BEFORE YOU SLEEP. }
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THE COUNC FIRST ORDER: COUNT EVERY
STORE IN THE VALLEY. PRIVATE ONES INCLUDED.

TEAMS OF TWO.
EVERY BUILDING,
EVERY HOLD, EVERY
CUPBOARD. TWO NAMES
ON EVERY COUNT.

AND WHO
CHECKS THE
COUNTERS?

NOBODY COUNTS WHAT
THEY OWN OR GUARD.
TEAMS ARE DRAWN BY LOT.
IN PUBLIC. TONIGHT

I'LL RUN IT. MY PEOPLE
KNOW HOW TO RUN COUNTS.

THAT'S

CREW, DAD.
I ALREADY |
SAID YES.

TWO HOURS A
NIGHT AFTER THE
REGISTRY. THAT'S
WHAT I CAN GIVE.

.THAT'S GOOD, GRANT.

TUALLY GOOD.

YOUR PEOPLE HAVE
JOBS. I'M ON HOSPITAL
s DUTY. ASK EACH ONE.

I'M WITH
EDDA ON THE
PUMPS.

YOU RUN THE
METHOD. THE
§ COUNCIL RUNS
8l THE COUNT. IT'S A
DESK, GRANT.
AND THE COUNCIL NOT A SEAT.
MEANS IT ABOUT
PRIVATE STORES. CABINS.
OFFICERS' LOCKERS.
EVERYONE'S.

..OKAY. OKAY.
EVERYONE HAS
A JOB.

..EVERYONE'S. FINE.
PUT THAT IN THE
ASSIGNMENT.

EVERYBODY SAYS.
THAT'S WHAT
MAKES IT FAIR.

I'VE GOT TWO TINS

OF HERRING UNDER

MY BED. DO I HAVE
TO SAY?

..NOTHING. YOUR
PEN'S LEAKING.
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THAT EVENING.
THE SPORTS HALL.

EVERY STORE IN THE VALLEY GETS
TWO COUNTERS. NOBODY COUNTS
WHAT THEY OWN OR GUARD.

IT'S THE ONE THING ON
THIS ISLAND NOBODY
WOULD STEAL.

AND THEY'RE
DRAWN FROM MY
CAP. APPARENTLY.

REGISTRY KEEPS THE
BOOK. REGISTRY
DRAWS. MAE.

WHICH IS WHY
NOBODY THINKS
YOU'RE CHEATING.

AGAIN. THIRD
TRY. IT FITS.

FORWARD HOLD,
ON THE SHIP.
ME AND... PER.

FORWARD HOLD'S THREE
LADDERS AND NO HEAT,
MAE. SWAP WITH ROWAN.
HE LIKES LADDERS.

ITS A
LOTTERY, DAD.

S you TOLD
¥ I/ EVERYONE THAT'S
%o WHAT MAKES IT
FAIR. LIKE, AN
HOUR AGO.

DON'T WORRY, MR.
A CALDER. I'LL LOOK AFTER
HER. FROM UP TOP.
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PER CHECKED HER SUMS
IN THE WARM. MAE WENT
DOWN ALONE.

LUBE OIL, TWELVE DRUMS.
FILTERS, FOUR BOXES.
SPARE.. SOMETHING.
RUSSIAN SOMETHING.

"COUNT EVERY STORE."
SURE. NOBODY SAID

. THEY'D BE IN RUSSIAN.

I'M GOING TO WRITE
"SOMETHING" AND
PER CAN YELL AT ME.

EVERYONE'S.
PRIVATE ONES
INCLUDED.




o
o

ELEVEN
PEOPLE.

.4’ HE'S ASKED FOR -
IT EVERY ‘ CALDER FAMIL)
NIGHT SINCE . . - 11 PERSONS -
SEPTEMBER. - - CRATE 1 OF
MOM TOLD HIM 3
THEY DIDN'T
HAVE ANY.

"WHO'D HIDE THAT'S
FOOD ON A THE FIRE.
SHIP LIKE

THIS?
EVERYBODY
CAN SEE
EVERYTHING."

FOUR BOXES.
THAT'S ABOUT
EVERYTHING THAT
BURNED.
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SHE'S COUNTING.
SHE'S THOROUGH.
SHE GETS THAT

FROM YOU. SHE GETS IT FROM

YOU, GRANT. THAT'S
WHAT WORRIES ME.
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WRITE IT DOWN,
MAE. THAT'S THE
JOB.

FORWARD HOLD.
CRATE ONE OF
FOUR. FOOD...




