THE LAST WARM PLACE

CHAPTER FOUR - HOME PORT
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FOUR SECONDS. SAME
FORTY-THREE.

THEY'RE NOT
TALKING TO US,
CAPTAIN. THEY'RE
JUST TALKING.

STRAIGHT LINES ARE

THE STRAIGHT
LINE CLOSES SIX
MILES AHEAD.

FOR PEOPLE WHO
DRAW CHARTS IN
MOSCOW.

MOSCOW DRAWS
A LOT OF LINES,
CAPTAIN.

THE ROAD
MOVED.

| ROADS HAVE
i MAYORS. ICE ONLY
HAS WITNESSES.

/T
THE WITNESSES
RECOMMEND

PORT.

{ TEN DEGREES
TO PORT.

. | sLow AHEAD.
TEN TO PORT. KEEP -

TURNING EAST LIKE THIS

AND WE'LL REACH
MURMANSK BY ACCIDEN

T
!
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ALL STOP.

THREE METERS
ON TOP. LOOK
UNDERNEATH.

IT'S A LITTLE
RIDGE, MALIK. W
THEY'RE
ALL LITTLE ON
TOP.

ICE KEEPS ITS

THE KEEL GOES

f DOWN TWENTY OPINIONS
I METERS. WE DRAW UNDERWATER.
ELEVEN.

[ TR
YOU'VE BEEN
WAITING ALL

é MORNING TO SAY

i s | ke

FOUR WAYS
OF LOOKING. ONE
ANSWER.

WHOEVER'S
ON THE
BRIDGE.

: : AND SIT ON THE
THE BOW - i SV S KEEL TILL

CAN BREAK THE J§ 3 SPRING. FIND ME

SHE WAS .
CREST. BUILT FOR THIS, y A WAY AROUND.

CAPTAIN.
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BACK
ONE-THIRD.

AROUND
— 2 DAYS

ONE HARD RUN
AT THE EDGE. IF
IT HOLDS, WE
SAVE TWO DAYS.

TWO DAYS IS A THOUSAND
MEALS, CAPTAIN. I DO THAT
SUM IN MY SLEEP NOW.

THE EDGE IS
CLOSING WHILE
WE DISCUSS ITS

A SHIP
PROVES NOTHING
BY COLLECTING
DAMAGE.

THAT'S
TWO
DAYS OF
FOOD,
CAPTAIN.

Lt

THEN WE EAT LESS
AND ARRIVE. I CAN'T
RATION A HOLE IN

E LL.
THE HY YOU'RE VERY SURE.

FOR A MAN WHO
CHANGES COURSE SO
EASILY.
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"

<) (A MAN WOULD HAVE |
A MAN WALKS |
UNDER FOUR EASTER GONE STRAIGHT
KNOTS SINCE , OVER IT.
THE RIDGE.

i THE REACTOR
ISN'T HUNGRY. [&

ALL THE POWER WE
| WE ARE.

WANT. NOWHERE TO
SPEND IT.

REACTORA— (MM c.cToR B
PRENE | _ RESERVE

OLD MEN DON'T NEED MUCH,
DASHA. IT'S THE ONE THING
WE'RE GOOD AT.

SPEAK FOR YOURSELF.
YOU HAVEN'T FINISHED
A MEAL SINCE KESTREL.

[ SLOW TRAVEL Y IS THAT
# GOING ON : =

STILL EATS AT |8 1 g /
FULL SPEED. | & THE BOARD
NO. THAT il — <3 ABOUT ALL THE
DEPRESSING ONES.

ONE'S JUST [
FOR US.

[T

THEN WE EAT
SLOWER. POST IT
TONIGHT, ELIAS.

AFTER SUPPER,
CAPTAIN. PEOPLE TAKE
BAD NEWS BETTER ON

A FULL STOMACH.

THEN ENJOY
THE LAST
FULL ONE.

QL)L L "‘1"5-&-1&;1




THE LAST WARM PLACE / CHAPTER 4

THAT EVENING. STARTING TOMORROW, EVERY

PORTION IS SMALLER. TWO
HUNDRED FIFTY CALORIES SMALLER.

WHAT'S TWO A BREAD ROLL. AND
HUNDRED FIFTY THE BUTTER YOU'D
CALORIES? IN  [iSF#s HAVE PUT ON IT.

FOOD. = e

£
Teraniy

THESE THREE CUT MY FAMILY
EAT MORE. A JOB FIRST. PUT OUR EVERYONE'S NAME
TITLE ISN'T ON THE NAMES AT THE TOP. IS ON THE BOARD,
LIST. MR. CALDER.

I KNOW. I'M
VOLUNTEERING.
SOMEBODY HAS TO
SET AN EXAMPLE. J

9 THEN EAT LESS
QUIETLY. THAT'S
THE EXAMPLE.

EVERY NUMBER
WE HAVE IS ON

THAT WALL. YOU DON'T
EVERY SOUND

NUMBER. CONVINCED.

I'M CONVINCED
ABOUT THE
NUMBERS.

THE DATE BECAUSE WE EAT
GOT LATER. LESS. NOT BECAUSE
WE FOUND FOOD.

2,100 A DAY

FOOD TO 17 JANUARY
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26 SEPTEMBER.
DAY TWELVE. e

2,100 A DAY —
FOOD TO 17
JANUARY

TAKING IT DOWN

P DOESN'T CHANGE
MIND YOUR ' THE DATE.

BUSINESS,
KID.

WERE THEY [
ANGRY WITH i
You?

..AND I MEANT
IT YESTERDAY,

TOO.

OF JANUARY. FIRST
THING I SEE EVERY

MORNING. I CAN'T EAT

BREAKFAST
UNDER A DEATH
DATE.

EAT
BREAKFAST
WITH ME?

YOU SAID
THAT
YESTERDAY.
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WE TEST THE SHORE §
PACKAGE NOW.
BEFORE ANYBODY

IT PASSED IN | [ <X NEEDS IT.
PORT YOU KNOW. | : CERTIFICATES

I'VE GOT THE | DON'T CARRY
CERTIFICATE. | LOAD.

..CABINET'S
ISOLATED. RUN
IT.

IT TRIPPED. ON A I COLD CONTACTS. IT'S
LOAD IT'S BUILT TO BEEN SITTING IN A
BOX FOR A MONTH.

P R B B P P P N g A AP PN PO I i P P

SHIFT THE PHASE. YOU KNOW
RUN IT AGAIN. ITS SHAPE.

I KNOW A LOT [ J NOT THIS FAST.
OF SHAPES, . : YOU DIDN'T LOOK AT
ILYA ! : THE SCOPE. YOU LOOKED
. WHERE THE SPIKE WAS
GOING TO BE.

SECOND INSTRUMENT.
SAME TRIP.

A

\_,-"\_‘/\/‘v*.,f-\.

A e Al e S e S T I N"’A\'/ A P S P PRV S PV S

WHEN DID YOU
FIRST SEE
THIS?

7
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YOU
TURNED A
SHARED RISK
INTO A PRIVATE
ONE.

THE FACTORY
WAS ONE PHONE

IN PORT, CALL AWAY. I
DURING SIGNED.

COMMISSIONING. IT
TRIPPED NOW AND

THEN. WE WERE THREE DAYS LATE.
MARA HAD FUNDERS ON THE
QUAY WITH CHAMPAGNE. I'M
NOT BLAMING HER. I'M
TELLING YOU WHAT THE
QUAY LOOKED LIKE.

I DIDN'T KNOW
THE PHONES NOTHING GETS

WOULD STOP NOBODY DID. PLUGGED 'INTO THIS
WORKING. THAT'S WHY IT UNTIL IT'S FIXED.
BELONGED ON
PAPER.

DON'T, DARIA.
NOT YOU TOO.

ASK ME
LONGYEAR

WHO ELSE, b
THEN? I'M THE ONE
WHO HAS TO PLUG

DO NOT
CONNECT

IT GOES ON THE WRITE IT PLAIN. AN
BOARD. IN MY T"‘EN FIND ENGINEER WHO EXPLAINS
HANDWRITING. PEN. TOO MUCH IS USUALLY

STILL HIDING SOMETHING.
THEN I'LL

WRITE IT
VERY PLAIN. =
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27 SEPTEMBER
i

YOU'RE SURE? ONCE
IT'S ON TAPE, IT'S

ON TAPE. THAT'S THE

.' ORE POWER CABINET — FAULTY

"IT BEFORE WE SAILED AND SIGNED IT OFF.
— LEENA SAARINEN

e S

I LEFT IT OUT OF
THE RECORD.
THAT WAS MY

CHOICE.

IF IT FAILS, IT FAILS
BECAUSE OF ME. NOT
THE ICE. NOT THE
WAR. ME.

I SAW THE FAULT IN
PORT. I SIGNED IT
ANYWAY.

I( THAT TOOK
7 NERVE.

YOU WERE. THAT'S
YOUR SEMINAR FACE. I [l
SAT THROUGH SIX |

YEARS OF THAT FACE.

_ e : HERE, IT GETS
WHERE I COME | e, YOU TRUSTED.

FROM, THAT GETS
YOU FIRED.

AND IF SHE'S
WRONG ABOUT
SOMETHING ELSE?

THEN SHE'LL TELL US.
THAT'S WHAT TRUST
BUYS, MR. CALDER.
NOT BEING RIGHT.
BEING TOLD.
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<THE TWENTIETH.
TWO-FORTY.
’ SHOW ME.>
- <THE CAPTAIN'S G 1 }'-_
' COPY IS SEALED. (o - =
: MINE ISN'T>

<YOU COULD HAVE
SHOWN ME A WEEK
AGO.>

<YOU COULD HAVE ASKED
A WEEK AGO. I DON'T
HIDE THE LOG. I JUST
DON'T READ IT ALOUD.>

<THREE REPEATS. <"REPORT
EVERY ONE THE NORTHERN FLEET."
SAME.> AS IF THERE'S A
FLEET LEFT TO
REPORT TO.>

<SO IT'S
REAL.>

<HE HAD IT THE

DAY BEFORE HE
CHOSE

LONGYEARBYEN.>

<THE DAY
BEFORE.>

<OKSANA.
WHAT WILL <ASK HIM. TO
YOU DO?> HIS FACE. HE'S
OWED THAT
MUCH.>

. <I ALREADY
<LOG THAT | === <y A : HAVE.>
I READ IT.> ; ' v
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THIRD MORNING ON
THE SHORT RATION.

TALK TO ME. FILM THE POT.

NOBODY WANTS
THEIR FACE ON A
RATION.

|

THE POT'S NOT
VERY
ARTICULATE. i
THE POT'S NOT
HUNGRY. ASK IT
ANYTHING YOU
LIKE.

I REBUILT IT
FROM ANTON'S i AnToN T i
STRIPS. HAS A '

LONG Tl T mi
MEMORY. _ G _
ANTON HAS '

YOU HEARD MOSCOW
CALL US HOME AND
TURNED US AWAY.

MURMANSK IS
THE FIRST PLACE |
THEY'D AIM.

YOU DON'T 1 R
KNOW THAT. guggis

NOBODY KNOWS
ANYTHING
ANYMORE. T KNOW
WHERE I'D AIM.
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MY WIFE IS IN
MURMANSK. MY
CHILDREN.

YOU'VE SEEN THEIR
DRAWINGS, TAPED OVER MY
CONSOLE. YOU'VE LOOKED
AT THEM EVERY WATCH
SINCE WE SAILED.

IF THE CITY
STANDS, IT
DOESN'T NEED US.

IF IT DOESN'T, I'D BE
STEERING A REACTOR
INTO THE FIRE.

THEN SAY IT TO |
THE CREW. NOT
TO A DRAWER.

= BRI AND WHEN 1
HALF THIS CREW —— SAY IT, HALF
HAS SOMEONE THIS CREW STOPS ‘4

IN THAT CITY. L WORKING.

SO YOU DECIDED
FOR THEM. TO
KEEP THEM
WORKING.

DIVIDED ] SO DOES A
COMMAND KILLS CAPTAIN NOBODY
SHIPS. J X BELIEVES.
..KEEP . I

ROLLING. KEEP
ROLLING.

I CHOSE
LONGYEARBYEN.

I'LL ANSWER FOR IT
WHEN THE SHIP CAN
SURVIVE THE
ANSWER.

AND WHO
DECIDES WHEN
THAT IS?
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=

Vs e THAT
Al B AFTERNOON.

I WAS FILMING
BREAKFAST. THE
CHART-ROOM DOOR
WAS OPEN.

I DIDN'T GO LOOKING.
I WANT THAT CLEAR
BEFORE YOU LOOK AT
ME LIKE THAT.

WHO ELSE
HAS HEARD
IT?

JUST YOU. EVERYBODY ON THIS N
2y SHIP DOES WHAT YOU s &
SAY, MARA. T WANTED St
TO SEE WHAT YOU'D
SAY TO THIS.

MY WIFE IS IN I CHOSE
MURMANSK. MY X ONGYEARBYEN.
CHILDREN. ]




RACHEL'S CAMERA e HAS SHE
WAS RUNNING. YOUR = 8 PLAYED IT FOR
DOOR WAS OPEN. \ S ANYONE?

THAT'S YOUR = IT'S THE ONE
FIRST THAT TELLS ME
QUESTION? 3 HOW MUCH TIME
I HAVE.

L

NOT YET. TELL
THEM YOURSELF,
CAPTAIN. TODAY.

I STOOD IN THAT
DOOR AND SAID,
"YOU'D TELL ME."
YOU SAID, "GO TO
BED, PROFESSOR."

NOT IN THIS
ICE. I NEED
EVERY HAND
UNTIL WE'RE
THROUGH.

Sy /7 YOU LIED TO
- - HER. AND TO I KEPT SOMETHING
ME. o FROM YOU. IT ISN'T f§
THE SAME.

AND IF OKSANA
_ TELLS THEM
FIRST?
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28 SEPTEMBER. <
DAY FOURTEEN. <CHIEF OFFICER! DEAL YOU IN? |2

_ SERGEI'S LOSING.> T
<I'M LETTING HIM WIN. '
HE'S YOUNG. IT'S GOOD
FOR HIS CONFIDENCE.>

<PUT THE CARDS DOWN.
ALL OF YOU.>

[ <AND TURNED §
US SOUTH THE
NEXT DAY.>

<MOSCOW SENT ALL NUCLEAR ASSETS

oS BGHT DAYS RETURN MURMANSK _
'READ IT> g0 3EF 0240 N <IT COULD BE OLD. A MACHINE,

SENDING IT ROUND AND ROUND,
LIKE THE SVALBARD ONE -->

<KOLYA. READ
THE DATE.>

<HE SAYS
MURMANSK IS THE
FIRST PLACE
THEY'D AIM.>

<MAYBE
HE'S RIGHT. HE
DIDN'T ASK ANY

<HE TOLD ME
’ IT WAS
<DID HE & o £ WEATHER>
ASK YOU?> e o8

<MY MOTHER <MY SISTER
IS IN HER TWO
MURMANSK.> g BOYS.>

<NOBODY WORKS
UNTIL HE TURNS US
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i DON'T BE SORRY.
BE BACK BY
SUPPER.

NOBODY
LEAVES THE
REACTOR.

THAT'S NOT A
STRIKE, THAT'S
A FUNERAL.

<SERGEI YOU'RE A GOOD
ELECTRICIAN. DON'T
MAKE YOURSELF A GOOD
MUTINEER.>

ENGINE
ROOM'S NOT
ANSWERING,

CAPTAIN.

<PROPULSION, |
DECK. DOWN
TOOLS.>

<THE REACTOR
KEEPS ITS
WATCH. NOTHING
ELSE MOVES.>

<SOMEBODY
SHOULD HAVE SAID
THAT TO THE
CAPTAIN.>




WE'RE NOT MUTINEERS.
WE'RE SAILORS WHO
WERE LIED TO.

"
ey

MOM, ARE )

=\ WE STUCK? & 3

Iy

Y

NOBODY. THAT'S
WHAT A STRIKE

IS.
- SINCE
Dézgv‘au YESTERDAY.
PROFESSOR? —

OKAY. EVERYBODY,
LISTEN. I'VE SAT

ACROSS THE TABLE
FROM UNIONS IN
FOUR COUNTRIES.

)

A MILLION DOLLARS TO
EVERY SAILOR WHO GOES
BACK TO WORK.

PAYABLE
IN WHAT?
CALORIES? )

.

5\

e ———




- . EVERY HAND, EVERY
PASSENGER. LISTEN,
AND THEN DO WHAT

ON THE TWENTIETH,
MOSCOW ORDERED THIS
SHIP HOME TO
MURMANSK.

I READ IT. I I TOLD MY CHIEF
SEALED IT. OFFICER IT WAS
[ WEATHER.
I TOLD MYSELF I'D TELL YOU ONCE WE WERE
THROUGH THE ICE. THAT WAS THE FIRST LIE,
AND I TOLD IT TO MYSELF.

I TURNED SOUTH
BECAUSE MURMANSK IS
THE FIRST PLACE
THEY'D AIM.

I CHOSE FOR
YOU. THAT
WAS WRONG.
THE COURSE

WAS NOT.

BRIDGE, IT'S
op ruose
) SOKOLOV.

| 1 sURIED
A SON.

I WON'T TAKE THIS

SHIP TO BURY THE
REST OF YOU.

NOBODY CLIMBED
THE STAIRS.
NOBODY WENT BACK
TO WORK, EITHER.
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THAT EVENING.
] ‘; .

ﬁ

RADIO ROOM. KOLA
BAY, LIVE. YOU

SHOULD ALL HEAR

THIS.

<ANY STATION. 5 R .
HARBOR TUG, .
KOLA BAY.> _‘ e :.
-— y &
<THE CITY - . 3
IS BURNING. - e il
THE AIR IS . -~ ]
WRONG.> t et ' ot
a o :
~ \" -l?
e
<..WHOEVER HEARS
THIS... DO NOT COME...> =

=

'

b At

¥

<PUT IT IN THE

LOG, CAPTAIN.>

.
1

<IF ANYONE IN
MURMANSK EVER
ANSWERS, I'LL TAKE YOU

HOME. IN SPRING.>
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YOU HAVE

I HAVE THE THE WATCH. [ NO. SOME THINGS

WATCH, 3 : - ARE YOU - YOU JUST GET TO
CAPTAIN. : ' e, T ILMING? {8

BRIDGE, ENGINE ROOM.
SLOW AHEAD.

19:40'— CAPTAIN:IF |
MURMANSK ANSWERS, HOME
IN SPRING.

THE SHIP CARRIED
EVERY ORDER SOUTH.
IT OBEYED ONLY ONE.

o




