
THE LAST WARM PLACE

CHAPTER ELEVEN

WHITEOUT



22 JANUARY 2035 01

This one has lost the
same page twice.

You keep giving it
back to children.

ORIGINAL STOCK

THROUGH 24 JANUARY

VERIFIED SHORE

RESERVE: 62

ADDITIONAL DAYS

NOMINAL ENDPOINT: 27

MARCH

The shore clinic already
had it. Storage records and

compatibility check out.
And after March?

We keep looking. This is
more time, not a

replacement supply.



2 FEBRUARY 02

You've turned it
inside out.

I thought that was the
repair.

The repair is
supposed to
disappear.

The infection is still
worsening. We haven't

stopped it.
I know. Leave the

bed here.

If we must move you,
I'll tell you first.

Then sit down while
you can.



WHITEOUT 03

It rolls crooked. That is
its best feature.

Spare gloves first. The
tools can wait.

Already drying.
Both pairs.

The drift closes this turn
before it closes the road.

Then this is the
withdrawal point.



3 FEBRUARY 04

This hall holds the
largest group.

It is also the longest
walk from the ward.

One driver cannot
cover both runs.

Then choose what
waits. Don't

double-book the
person.

We will staff the nearer
room too.

Post it there. Not just
here.

Ward supplies, then
return the vehicle for the

next shift.

Which desk takes
the keys?



4 FEBRUARY — 01:40 05

KRAK

Hold the batch. We
check the cooling before

anything restarts.

Production held.

Keep the ship stable.
Nobody recloses the

shore feed.



WHITEOUT 06

The rebuilt cabinet
reports a protection fault.

Moisture may be
involved.

Then we prove the fault
clear. We do not suppress

it. Can the intact route
carry the essential

loads?
Engineering hasn't

cleared it yet.

You keep this watch.
Leena and I coordinate

the shore checks. I have the plant.

Put my uncertainty
on the sheet. And who checks it.



WHITEOUT 07

Only the cleared section.
Return at the limit,

finished or not.
And if the marker

disappears?

They return. It won't
reappear because we

need it. Agreed.

Get ready for their return,
not their replacement out

there.

We have the
observations. The

repair is not cleared.

Get warm. Give the
record to Leena.



WHITEOUT 08

The upper road is
slower than our board

says.
I'll change it before the

next driver leaves.

We should bring it round.
This queue is leaving

people out.

You don't have to
work for that.

I know. I want this one
to stop scratching.



WHITEOUT 09

The storage record
is intact.

Keep checking. Don't
assume from the room

temperature.

Is the ship dark too?

No. They are working
on the shore
connection.

Stay until they
change your shift.

Someone will be here
after that too.



WHITEOUT 10

We need cooling
before we need

production.

That is on the restoration
list. Not a promise of

clearance.
That is the fault we found.

Not yet a safe feed.

Read the independent
check back before

requesting any load.

Withdraw. We have
no cleared route

beyond here.

Returning together.



WHITEOUT 11

Cabinet fault cleared and
independently checked.

The damaged route stays
isolated.

Begin the cleared
essential section. Then

hold for its checks.

Heat is returning. Keep
the blankets for now.

Cooling is
available.

Check the process
condition. Leave
production held.

OUTAGE: SIX HOURS

07:40 — ESSENTIAL SHORE SERVICES RESTORED



WHITEOUT 12

Ingrid is worse. The
infection began before

this storm.
What can we

bring?

Relief for the nurse.
And quiet.

It is getting light in the
window.

The ship's lamps are
still there.



4 FEBRUARY — 10:12 13

Ingrid died. Someone
was with her.

INGRID LUNDE — 4
FEBRUARY 2035LIVING: 447 / SEVEN

DEATHS SINCELONGYEARBYEN /
NO ARRIVALS



WHITEOUT 14

Hold the established
ceiling. This route still

needs permanent work.

Limits copied into the
next shift.

A — CONTROLLED LOAD / B —
COOLED RESERVESHORE EXPORT — 3.2 MW

RESTORED AFTER CHECKS

You kept the plant. The watch kept it. I
coordinated the shore

checks.

Restored service is
not a cleared worksite.

Then leave that where
nobody can miss it.

ACTIVE
WATCH
DARIA
REST



5 FEBRUARY 15

The next watch has
the sheet. I know.

You made it straight.
That was a mistake. Give

it here.

I'll bring your other mitt
back tomorrow.

Bring yourself. The mitt can
write.



6 FEBRUARY 16

Inspect the isolated
route. No repair beyond

today's clearance.
Same return

marker?
Nearer. The drift
moved overnight.

We turn there, or
sooner.

That edge has changed.
We have enough to

report.
Returning now. With you.



WHITEOUT 17

Lev has fallen. He's conscious. We
need the rescue team.

Stop. The rescue team
takes the approach. You

support from here.

That is their observed position.
The far side is unverified.

Use what they
can confirm.



WHITEOUT 18

The injuries and
exposure are severe. He

has not recovered.
His partner is

outside.

We had turned back. You called. The team
reached him. He is being

cared for.

6 FEBRUARY — 18:20

Lev died. I'm sorry.



WHITEOUT 19

We need the changed
conditions and the

decisions. Not a verdict
tonight.

Close that route until it
is reassessed.

Leave the work
unfinished on the

board.

And take its hours off
tomorrow's promises.

LEV BARANOV — 6
FEBRUARY 2035

LIVING: 446 / EIGHT DEATHS
SINCE LONGYEARBYEN / NO
ARRIVALS

Who relieves you? They're already on
watch.



WHITEOUT 20

Is your relief
arranged?

Before the next
sample window.

CERTIFIED
EDIBLE
CONTRIBUTION
— ZERO

RESTART ONLY AFTER
PROCESS CLEARANCE

You left this column blank. We haven't got the result.


